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Mr. O’Mauoney, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 
{To accompany H. R. 4199] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 4199) to authorize the transfer of lands from the 
jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior to the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary of Agriculture, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon without amendment and with the reeommendation that it do 
pass. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize an adjustment of the bounda- 
ries between the Blue Ridge Parkway and national forests which 
adjoin the parkway. Portions of the parkway comprise lands for- 
merly under national forest administration and upon completion of 

sections of the parkway, the Departments find that an adjustment in 
some cases will be desirable. 

Some of the properties included within the parkway are lands that 
have been donated to the United States by persons or by organiza- 
tions expressly on the condition that such lands be used only for 
national parkway purposes. In these cases, transfer of jurisdiction 
over such lands would not be attempted without the approval of the 
original donor. It is unlikely that any expenditure of Federal funds 
will result from the enactment of this legislation. 

Both the Department of the Interior and the Department of Agri- 
culture have reported favorably on this legislation. They feel that 
its enactment would permit more economical and effective administra- 
tion of the lands along the parkway which adjoin national forests, 
inasmuch as personnel who are now employed in the national forests 
could be utilized to safeguard the parkway lands also. 

Thé respective favorable reports of the Department of the Interior 
and the Department of Agriculture to the chairman of the House 
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Committee on Public Lands are hereinbelow set forth in full and made 
a part of this report. 





DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., August 29, 1961. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, ° 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 4199, 
a bill to authorize the transfer of lands from the jurisdiction of the Secretary of 
the Interior to the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

We recommend that H. R. 4199 be enacted. 

This proposed legislation would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
transfer to the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture, for national forest 
purposes, portions of the lands or interests in lands acquired for or in connection 
with the Blue Ridge Parkway. Lands so transferred would thereafter be admin- 
istered as national forest lands in accordance with the Weeks law of March 1, 1911 
(36 Stat. 961), as amended. 

In the course of our construction and administration of the Blue Ridge Parkway 
we have found that, in the final development of the parkway, there are certain 
lands that might well be eliminated from the parkway right-of-way and admin- 
istered, in harmony with parkway usage, as part of the adjacent national forest 
lands. This bill would make possible the transfer of such lands to the Department 
of Agriculture for administration in a manner which will be consistent with the 
scenic features of the parkway. Some of the properties included within the Blue 
Ridge Parkway right-of-way are lands which have been donated to the United 
States by persons or organizations expressly on condition that they be used for 
national parkway purposes only. In those cases where such restrictions upon 
the future use of parkway lands exist, we would, of course, make no effort to effect 
a transfer of administration and use without the approval of the original donor. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Date E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, D. C., August 1, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. Murpock: This is in response to your letter of May 24 requesting 
a report from this Department on H. R. 4199, a bill to authorize the transfer of 
lands from the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior to the jurisdiction of 
the Secretary of Agriculture. 

This bill would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to transfer to the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture, for administration as parts of national forests, lands or in- 
terests in lands acquired by the United States in connection with the Blue Ridge 
Parkway when in the judgment of the Secretary of the Interior such transfer 
would be in the public interest. Lands so transferred would have the same 
status as national forest lands acquired under the Weeks law. Such transfers 
would be with the concurrence of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

We recommend that H. R. 4199 be enacted. 

The Blue Ridge Parkway, which will connect the Shenandoah National Park 
in Virginia and the Great’ Smoky Mountains National Park in North Carolina 
and Tennessee, traverses parts of the George Washington, Jefferson, and Pisgah 
National Forests. These national forests have been established pursuant to the 
Weeks law of March 1, 1911. Parkway lands and nationai forest lands are there- 
fore adjacent in many areas. 

Transfer of national forest lands needed for this parkway is authorized by the 
act of June 8, 1940 (54 Stat. 249), and complementary authorization for transfer 
to national forest status of lands acquired in connection with the parkway, when 
the circumstances so justify, would be most helpful in promoting effective and 
economical administration of public properties and correlated land management. 
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Instances arise wherein lands acquired or to be acquired in connection with the 
parkway are some distance from campgrounds or other developed areas, but 
should be held in public ownership to guard against uses incompatible with park- 
way objectives. Some of these lands can efficiently and appropriately be managed 
in connection with adjacent or nearby national forest lands for forestry purposes. 

Management of such lands as national forests would assure protection of the ad- 
joining parkway and at the same time would permit use of the resources under 
sound conservation practices. This type of management can be most economi- 
cally provided by personnel now employed on the afore-mentioned national 
forests. Enactment of H. R. 4199 will, therefore, aid in achieving desirable land 
use and management in the area concerned. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that, from the standpoint of the program of 
the President, there is no objection to the submission of this report. 

Sincerely, 
K, T. Hu rCHINSON, Acting Secretary. 
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